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EEDDIITTOORR’’SS  NNOOTTEESS  
 

Dips, Angles & Spurs  is an occasional 
publication of the Society of Mining Law 
Antiquarians.   
 
The editor would be pleased to receive items for 
the newsletter including: book reviews, meeting 
notices, legislative articles on mining law matters, 
etc.   Please send submissions for the newsletter 
and address corrections for the Membership 
Directory to:  
 
 Stanley Dempsey, Editor 
 1660 Wynkoop Street 
 Suite 1000 
 Denver, CO 80202-1132  
 
 Telephone:  (303) 573-1660 
 Fax: (303) 595-9385 
 E-mail:    sdempsey@royalgold.com  
 

AANNNNOOUUNNCCEEMMEENNTT  
 
Society of Mining Law Antiquarian 

Breakfast  
San Francisco, California  

 
The Society of Mining Law Antiquarians will host a 
breakfast meeting on Saturday, July 25, 2009, at 
Lori’s Diner, located around the corner from the 
Grand Hyatt San Francisco at 500 Sutter Street, 
from 7:15 a.m. to 8:15 a.m. (please note the change 
in time).  The meeting will be held in conjunction 
with the 55th Annual Rocky Mountain Mineral Law 
Institute.  RSVPs should be made to Bambi 
Booker at bbooker@royalgold.com or by calling 
(303) 575-6515 no later than July 17. 
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SSUUBBMMIISSSSIIOONN  
 
Mining History Association Annual 
Meeting held in Creede, Colorado 

 
The Mining History Association held its Annual 
Meeting in Creede on June 4 through 6, 2009. The 
meeting was held in Creede's unique underground 
museum and municipal center. Several papers 
were on topics of interest to Antiquarians. Prof. Eric 
Nystrom  of Rochester Institute of Technology, 
presented "Some Graphic Methods of 
Visualization: Mining Law and the Visual Culture of 
Mining." His paper focused on an early 
Pennsylvania law that required coal miners to 
undertake detailed mapping of anthracite mines, 
and the use of 3-D models in apex cases tried 
under the 1872 mining law. His paper includes 
photos of some of the models used in litigation. 
Rudy Davidson, from Telluride, Colorado, 
described extralateral rights litigation at Aspen, 
Colorado, in a paper titled "’Apexers’ 
vs.‘Sideliners’, the Legal Struggle to Gain 
Possession of the Durant Mine in Aspen, from 
1879-1889."  Gordon Bakken gave a short talk on 
"Apex Law Geology, Expert Witnesses and 
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Demogorgon: The Best Mining Law for Litigators 
for a Half Century." 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NNEEWWSS  OOFF  MMEEMMBBEERRSS  
 
Mark Holland of the Rocky Mountain Mineral Law 
Foundation has kindly donated a pair of prints of 
mining scenes at Creede, Colorado to the Society 
of Mining Law Antiquarians/Rocky Mountain 
Mineral Law Foundation collection, which is part of 
the Lyn and Russ Wood Archive at the Arthur 
Lakes Library at the Colorado School of Mines.  
 

~~~~~ 
 
Stan Dempsey made a presentation to the Natural 
Resources and Energy Section of the Colorado 
Bar Association in May 2009.  His paper was titled 
“The Mining District Governments of the West:  
Their Interest and Literature, by James Grafton 
Rogers, A Reprise: And a Bibliographic Update.”  
The presentation was a part of Colorado’s 
celebration of the sesquicentennial of the Pike’s 
Peak Gold Rush. 
 
Dempsey said that, “In developing a program for 
bar participation in the sesquicentennial, I propose 
that we focus attention on the mining district 
governments that were formed during the gold 
rush. These governments were remarkable in that 
they were the spontaneous creation of the gold 
rush participants themselves, and the laws they 
adopted drew upon a variety of legal traditions, 
including German and Mexican mining law, and 
traditions of freedom tracing back to the Magna 
Carta and the United States Constitution.  They are 
a proud legal heritage that lawyers can celebrate 
as our part of the Sesquicentennial.” 
 
He went on to describe the process by which 
miners organized districts.  “Miners at places like 
Idaho Springs and Black Hawk assembled in 
mass meetings, elected a presiding officer, and 
adopted mining laws allowing individuals to stake 
claims, and to hold these claims by working them. 
They established boundaries for the district, set 
rules for the size of claims, and provided for 

recording of claims and claim transfer documents.  
Miner’s courts were convened from time to time to 
adjudicate claim disputes, and sometimes the 
miners assembled to hear criminal matters in a 
summary manner.  Criminal sanctions included 
banishment, a practical choice in a rough camp 
that had not had time to build a jail.”   
 
He then described miners’ meetings at the 
Gregory Diggings in Clear Creek County, 
Colorado, where the discoverers of the district beat 
back by parliamentary maneuvering an attempt by 
miners at a mass meeting on June 1, 1859 to 
reduce claim size. 
 
Moving on to a discussion of the records of 
districts, and the literature that has been 
developed on the subject, he said, “We are 
blessed here in Colorado by the fact that a number 
of our predecessors at the bar took a serious 
interest in mining district laws, and wrote about 
them extensively; and that a number of historians 
and archivists made a special effort to preserve 
records of the mining districts so that they are still 
available for us to study today.”  
 
“1 James Grafton Rogers is one of those who went 
before us in many aspects of public life. A lawyer, 
law school dean, and public servant, Rogers' 
writings on Colorado’s mining district laws are 
seminal. He presented a major paper on the 
subject to a joint meeting of the American 
Association of Law Libraries and the National 
Association of State Libraries at Denver on June 
28, 1935. That paper does a wonderful job of 
introducing readers to the story of mining district 
laws, and provides a comprehensive bibliography 
of books and articles on the subject. The paper 
was published in the Law Library Journal in 1935.”   
Dempsey expects to complete an update of the 
inventory of district records held in libraries, and of 
books and articles about mining districts published 
since Rogers completed his bibliography in 1935.  
He hopes to publish the reprise in Dips, Angles & 
Spurs, or some other publication of wider 
distribution. 
 
 

1 James Grafton Rogers (1883-1971) served as a Denver 
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attorney; Dean of both the University of  Denver 
School of Law (1927-1928) and University of Colorado 
School of Law (1928-1931; 1933-1935); Assistant 
Secretary of State (1931-1933) in Washington under 
President Herbert Hoover and authored several journals 
and writings, including The Rush to the Rockies:  
Background of Colorado History. 
 
Rogers, who served as President of the Colorado Bar 
Association, was involved in numerous organizations, 
including the City Club of Denver, Denver Civic League, 
Colorado Mountain Club and the Historical Society of 
Colorado, both of which he also served as President. 
 
On February 13, 1913, Rogers’ bill creating Rocky 
Mountain National Park was introduced in the House of 
Representatives and in the Senate the following day.  
He was awarded the 1971 Governor’s Award for 
Excellence for historic preservation. 
 
 


